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'1； 
Segregateon (PHYSICAL) 
A s t h e d e v e l o p m e n t of mass media and 
information technology, the life of 
p e o p l e is privatized. P e o p l e s can know 
m o r e a b o u t the w o r l d , e n j o y f a n t a s i e s 
t h r o u g h the I n t e r n e t or t e l e v i s i o n . The m o d e 
of、、：interaction" is c h a n g i n g . Active 
presence, participation, and ex-
perience can now b e s u b s t i t u t e d w i t h p a s -
s i v e p i c t u r e w a t c h i n g , s e e i n g w h a t o t h e r s 
h a v e e x p e r i e n c e d e l s e w h e r e . It seems t h a t 
p e o p l e s r e a l l y e n j o y the ''efficiency" r i g h t 
n o w . But i s i t t h e r e a l i t y ? 
Fragmentation 
P u b l i c a c t i v i t i e s are m o v e d to some s p e c i a l -
p u r p o s e d p l a c e s ( s t a d i u m s , c o n f e r e n c e cen-
t e r s ) . T h i s kind of function-user spe-
cialization 
m a k e s the p l a c e s b e c o m i n g 
t h e s p e c i a l t e r r i t o r i e s for d i f f e r e n t a g e s 
o r c u l t u r a l g r o u p s . D i f f e r e n t i a t i o n in func-
t i o n m a y h a v e r e d u c e d the d i s a d v a n t a g e s of 
p h y s i c a l l i m i t a t i o n s , b u t it has also re-
duced the possibilities of closer interac-
tion between different groups of people in 
the society. 
A s P r a n a b m e n t i o n e d , o v e r r i g i d zoning segre-
g a t e s c o m p a t i b l e u s e s , b r e a k i n g up the con-
t i n u i t y of life a n d c r e a t i n g areas that are 
d e v o i d of v a r i e t y a n d v i t a l i t y , b u s y at cer-
t a i n t i m e s of the d a y a n d at oth e r t i m e s 
e m p t y . 
H o n g Kong is a m i x - c u l t u r e s o c i e t y w i t h a 
large range of age g r o u p c i t i z e n s . It is the 
b e s t d i r e c t i o n to go? ‘ 
A 
On the o t h e r h a n d , Hong Kong people are ea-
ger to hav e p h y s i c a l gathering, e s p e c i a l l y 
during some festivals, or win d o w - s h o p p i n g in 
shopping m a l l s or streets. In some cases, 
the 、、event〃 itself is less important, b ut 
the a t m o s p h e r e of ''gathering" becomes the 
key. People like to enjoy the feeling of 
being part of a mass ‘event' an 
excuse for gathering. People w o u l d like 
to find some chances to join in a cro w d . 
But, is there any good public space for 。：》 
people to gather in Hong Kong? 
I can see the m i s m a t c h between the technol-
ogy d e v e l o p m e n t and the social d e v e l o p m e n t . 
As Diller + Scofidio m e n t i o n e d , “ the fear 
that someone ±s watching has changed to the 
fear that no one may he watching"", you can 
see there are so many、、glass architecture" 
n o w a d a y s . The hair salons in first story of 
old b u i l d i n g s , the cafe on the street level 
or even a fitness center facing a pedest r i a n 
b r i d g e , all are clad by large pieces of 
glass. T h e y are only for the users to enjoy 
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-two p a r t i e s : 
p e o p l e in fitness centre who are doing excercise 
p e o p l e on the b r i d g e p a s s i n g - b y 
- b o t h p a r t i e s h a v e character of m o v e m e n t 
- b o t h are p e r f o r m i n g 
- v i s u a l i n t e r a c t i o n o n l y , which w i l l not affect the 
o r g i n a l a c t i v i t i e s , ''doing exercise'' and 、、circu— 
la t i n g " are not s e r i o u s . . . i . e . , there is an op-
p o r t u n i t y for r e c e i v i n g in the o r i g i n a l a c t i v i t y . 
The a m o u n t of 、、adciiti〇nal i n t e r a c t i o n " with the 
p e o p l e o u t s i d e the g r o u p depends on the ''interac-
tion capacity'' of the o r i g i n a l a c t i v i t y . 
一 丨 丨 丨 
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A society c a n n o t s u s t a i n e d only b y o r g a n i z a t i o n s 
(groups of pe o p l e knowing each o t h e r ) , m o r e sig-
n i f i c a n t l y , b y the m o d e s t form of co n t a c t s or the 
''cognition" of oth e r s in the s o c i e t y . 
There are m a n y c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s related t o pa s s i v e 
contact: ‘ , 
- m o d e s t l e v e l 
- s t a r t i n g p o i n t for contact at oth 
- m a i n t a i n i n g already e s t a b l i s h e d c 
一 a source of information about the 
一 a source of inspiration and stimu] 
e x p e r i e n c e 
1. necessary activities (under all c o n d i t i o n s ) 
2. optional activities (only under f a v o r a b l e 
c o n d i t i o n s ) 
3. social activities (、、passive contacts", 
、、see-and-hear〃 contact) 








C o m p a r e d w i t h the other contact f o r m s , p a s s i v e 
contacts a p p e a r i n s i g n i f i c a n t , yet t h e y are valu-
able b o t h as i n d e p e n d e n t contact forms and as 
pr e r e q u i s i t e s for o t h e r , m o r e complex interac-
tions . I t seems to m e that those kinds of inter-
action are the bonds between people and they 
are the i m p o r t a n t for m a i n t a i n i n g h a r m o n y of the 
s o c i e t y . 
A c c o r d i n g to Jan Gehl , activi t i e s in ou t d o o r C 
(D 
spaces can b e c a t e g o r i z e d as: • 
The m o s t d o m i n a n t c h a r a c t e r of p a s s i v e c o n t a c t is 
the its o b s c u r i t y . A s t h e r e is no v e r b a l (active) 
i n t e r a c t i o n , the i n t e r a c t i o n is an u n k n o w n . 
P e o p l e s m a y b e h a v e the same g o a l or ai m , b u t 
the i r t h i n k i n g c a n be v e r y d i f f e r e n t . The two o l d 
m e n are e n j o y i n g t h e s c e n e r y in w a t e r f r o n t . O n e 
m a y b e jus t t h i n k i n g of his w i f e w h i l e t h e o t h e r 
m a y b e i n t e r e s t e d in the w a v e p a t t e r n . Or m a y b e 
not!!! T h e o n e m a y feel c o m f o r t a b l e b e c a u s e t h e r e 
is a n o t h e r one w i t h s i m i l a r age w i t h h i m . Or m a y 
be not！！! Do we n e e d to find out the a n s w e r ? W h y 
d o n ' t w e p r o v i d e b e s t o p p o r t u n i t i e s for t h o s e 
kinds of i n t e r a c t i o n s ? 
The c o n c e p t can b e e x p a n d e d to i n t e r a c t i o n 
between groups of people. The c o m p l e x i t y 
w o u l d b e f u r t h e r i n c r e a s e d . In wh a t e x t e n t the 
spir i t of g a t h e r i n g a c t i v i t y have i n f l u e n c e to 
the p e o p l e o u t s i d e ? 
a? 
/ -\4 二 
In o r d e r to i n v e s t i g a t e a b o u t the s p i r i t u a l or em o -
t i o n a l q u a l i t y of i n t e r a c t i o n b e t w e e n p e o p l e in a 
p u b l i c s p a c e , it is n e c e s s a r y to lo o k at the p s y -
c h o l o g i c a l a s p e c t of t h e i s s u e . T h e r e l a t i o n s h i p 
b e t w e e n e n v i r o n m e n t a n d m a n is not a new i s s u e t h a t 
a r c h i t e c t s a re i n t e r e s t e d i n . B u t t r a d i t i o n a l l y , 
a r c h i t e c t s t r i e d to apply their ideologies to 
the、、artifacts" they produced . Th e y t r i e d t o 
ap p l y implicit assumptions to how th e p e o p l e 
u s e t h e i r a r t i f a c t s . 
This m a y h a v e s o m e c o n n e c t i o n s w i t h the e n v i r o n m e n t 
p s y c h o l o g y . It is c o n c e r n e d w i t h p e o p l e , p l a c e s , 
a n d t h e b e h a v i o r a n d e x p e r i e n c e s of th o s e p e o p l e in 
re l a t i o n to t h o s e p l a c e s . F r o m t h a t p o i n t of v i e w , 
the physical environment is not just physical 
stimuli, l i g h t , s o u n d , t e m p e r a t u r e , s h a p e , color, 
b u t c o m p l e x i t y t h a t c o n s t i t u t e any p h y s i c a l s e t t i n g 
in l i v e , i n t e r a c t , a n d e n g a g e in a c t i v i t i e s . A n 
in d i v i d u a l a f f e c t s a n d is a f f e c t e d b y his e n v i r o n -
m e n t . A s W . R o s s A s h b y w r o t e : 、、Given an o r g a n i s m , 
its e n v i r o n m e n t is d e f i n e d as t h o s e v a r i a b l e s w h o s e 
c h a n g e a f f e c t s t h e o r g a n i s m a nd t h o s e v a r i a b l e s 
w h i c h are c h a n g e d b y th e o r g a n i s m ' s behavior''. 
The p s y c h o l o g i c a l p r o c e s s i n v o l v e s p e r c e p t i o n , 
cognition and spatial behavior (jon 
L a n g , 1 9 7 4 ) . P e r c e p t i o n is a p r o c e s s of o b t a i n i n g or 
re c e i v i n g i n p u t . C o g n i t i o n is a fu n c t i o n i n v o l v i n g 
p r o c e s s of t h i n k i n g , r e m e m b e r i n g a n d f e e l i n g . Spa-
t i a l b e h a v i o r is the o u t p u t m a n i f e s t e d in o r g a n i s m ' s 
a c t i o n s a n d r e s p o n s e s . 
It p r o v i d e s an a l t e r n a t i v e w a y to look at the r e l a -
t i o n s h i p . W i t h a d e e p e r u n d e r s t a n d i n g of the p a s -
sive i n t e r a c t i o n or b e h a v i o r in ce r t a i n p h y s i c a l 
s e t t i n g , t h e ''by-product" can be e n h a n c e d a r c h i t e c -
t u r a l l y . 
psychological process (Jon Lang, 1974) 
- r e f e r s to the c a p a c i t y of an inci土一 
v i d u a l to g i v e , or wi t h h o l d from g i v i n g , his con-
c e r t e d a t t e n t i o n to some a c t i v i t y at h a n d . 
The b e g i n n i n g and end there is ofte n an、、involve-
ment contour", a line t r a c i n g the rise and fall of 
ge n e r a l e n g r o s s m e n t in the o c c a s i o n ' s m a i n a c t i v i t y . 
Some s o c i a l o c c a s i o n s , a f u n e r a l , for e x a m p l e , h a v e a 
fairly s h a r p b e g i n n i n g and e n d , a n d f a i r l y s t r i c t 
l i m i t s on a t t e n d a n c e and t o l e r a t e d a c t i v i t i e s . 
Men a n d a n i m a l s h a v e a ca p a c i t y to d i v i d e t h e i r at-
t e n t i o n i n t o m a i n and side i n v o l v e m e n t s . A main 
involvement is one that a b s o r b s t h e m a j o r p a r t of 
an i n d i v i d u a l ' s a t t e n t i o n a n d i n t e r e s t , v i s i b l y form-
ing the p r i n c i p a l c u r r e n t d e t e r m i n a n t of his a c t i o n s . 
A side involvement in an a c t i v i t y that an indi-
v i d u a l can c a r r y on in an a b s t r a c t e d f a s h i o n w i t h o u t 
t h r e a t e n i n g or c o n f u s i n g s i m u l t a n e o u s m a i n t e n a n c e of 
a m a i n i n v o l v e m e n t . 
In C h i c a g o , t h e r e are m o v i e h o u s e s that s p e c i a l i z e in 
the kind of so c i a l order m a i n t a i n e d b y chil d r e n : 
The t h e a t e r is c h a r a c t e r i z e d as sho w i n g old f i l m s . 
O n l y l i t t l e kids can b e e n t h r a l l e d b y da t e d p i c t u r e s . 
T h e r e f o r e the t h e a t e r is c l a s s i f i e d as for little 
k i d s . S i n c e it is not a p l a c e to b e taken s e r i o u s l y , 
it can s e r v e as a kind of indoor r e c r e a t i o n h a l l for 
the o l d e r c h i l d r e n , a place w h e r e t h e y can d e v o t e 
m o r e a t t e n t i o n to each other than to the s c r e e n . 
Unfocused interaction, c o n c e r n e d w i t h what can 
be c o m m u n i c a t e d b e t w e e n p e r s o n s m e r e l y b y vi r t u e of 
their p r e s e n c e t o g e t h e r in the same s o c i a l s i t u a t i o n 
Focused interaction, c o n c e r n e d w i t h c l u s t e r s of 
ind i v i d u a l s w h o e x t e n d one a n o t h e r a spe c i a l coiranu-
n i c a t e d l i c e n s e and sustain a spe c i a l type of m u t u a l 
a c t i v i t y t h a t can e x c l u d e others w h o are p r e s e n t in 
the s i t u a t i o n . 
If m o r e t h a n t h r e e p e r s o n s are p r e s e n t , there m a y be 
more than one e n c o u n t e r c a r r i e d on in the same situa-
tion, a m u l t i f o c u s e d g a t h e r i n g . 
Engagements among the unacquainted 
Mutual Openness 
An i m p o r t a n t b a s i s of m u t u a l a c c e s s i b i l i t y r e s i d e s in 
the e l e m e n t of i n f o r m a l i t y and s o l i d a r i t y t h a t seems 
to o b t a i n b e t w e e n i n d i v i d u a l s who can r e c o g n i z e e a c h 
other as b e i n g of the same special g r o u p , e s p e c i a l l y , 
a p p a r e n t l y , if this g r o u p b e one that is 
di s a d v a n t g a g e d or r i t u a l l y - p r o f a n e . N e g r o e s at bus 
stops o f t e n e x t e n d g r e e t i n g s to Neg r o e s w h o are 
s t r a n g e r s to th e m , or me n w i t h b e a r d s who m e e t in 
sq u a r e . Sports car d r i v e r s m a y do the s a m e - e s p e c i a l l y 
when the car of each is of the same m a k e . 
Civil inattention 
When p e r s o n s are m u t u a l l y p r e s e n t and not i n v o l v e d 
t o g e t h e r in c o n v e r s a t i o n or other focused i n t e r a c -
t i o n , one gives to an o t h e r enough v i s u a l n o t i c e to 
dem o n s t r a t e that one a p p r e c i a t e s that the o t h e r is 
pre s e n t ( and that one admits openly to h a v i n g seen 
him), w h i l e at the n e x t m o m e n t w i t h d r a w i n g o n e ' s 
a t t e n t i o n from h i m so as to express that h e does n o t 
c o n s t i t u t e a target of speci a l c u r i o s i t y . 
A n a y l s i n g t h e c o m p l e x i t y of m u t u a l r e l a t i o n s h i p 
b e t w e e n d i f f e r e n t types of a c t i v i t i e s a r e q u i t e 
o p e n - e n d e d . 
工 can t h i n k of s e v e r a l m o d e l s can d e m o s t r a t e t h e 
f r a g m e n t a l c h a r a c t e r s . It seems t h a t no m a t t e r 
w h a t kind of a c t i v i t y , it has b o t h i n w a r d and 
o u t w a r d q u a l i t y . 
For t h e u s e r s to join a s p e c i f i c f u n c t i o n , t h e y 
are e n j o y i n g the 、 、 土 n w a r d q u a l i t y " of i t . For 
p e o p l e s n o t j o i n i n g the f u n c t i o n , t h e y m a y s t i l l 
can e n j o y t h e ''outward q u a l i t y " of i t . E s p e c i a l l y 
for the g a t h e r i n g a c t i v i t i e s , the rich c o n t e n t 
and the p o w e r of e m o t i o n a l e x p r e s s i o n a r e so 
s t r o n g . 
The c a p a c i t y of i n w a r d or o u t w a r d q u a l i t y v a r i e s 
from d i f f e r e n t f u n c t i o n s . For some n o n - d e m a n d i n g 
f u n c t i o n , s u c h as just c i r c u l a t i n g in t h e s t r e e t , 
the i n w a r d q u a l i t y is not strong and a l l o w s u s e r s 
to r e c e i v e m o r e o u t w a r d quality f r o m o t h e r ac-
tivities* For some functions the o u t w a r d q u a l i t y 
is s t r o n g , as t h e y are having m u c h ''performance" 
c h a r a c t e r s t h a t can be e n j o y e d . 
A 
In o r d e r to test the c o m b i n a t i o n of a c t i v i t i e s , 
the r e l a t i o n s h i p w i t h time m u s t b e e x p l o r e d . S o m e 
f u n c t i o n s h a v e s t e a d y o u t w a r d q u a l i t y a l o n g t h e 









event prefect case! 
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I 一 
Following the concept of ''inward and outward qual-
ity" of activities, it is necessary to clarify the 
relationship and possibilities of interaction be-
tween the people participated. The combination of 
various gathering activities in a mix-use space can 
be complex. On the other hand, it is enriching and 
meaningful. Three types of interactions: 
User is defined as people who ''actively" partici — 
pate in the specific function. Non-user is defined 
as people who ''passively" enjoying the function. 
For the user-non-user interaction, the attention 
should be paid on how the non-users perceive the 
"quality" of the active function and how they be-
have in such basis. On the other hand, the users may 
treat those non-users as audience to their func-
tion. For the user-user interaction, both groups of 
people are actively participated in their own func-
tion . A t the same time, they are both passively 
enjoying the counterpart's function• 
Another model of analyzing the experience of people, 
place and event are provided by Fritz Steele . He 




Place people find their satisfaction from the way 
they relate to their physical surroundings- where 
they go is generally of more interest than with 
whom they go or what they do when they get there. 
People people are primarily interested in relation-
ships and whom they are with rather than where they 
go or what they do. Things people are most inter-
ested in their work or other things they do rather 
than whom they are with or where they are. (Steele 
1981) 
It provides me another point of view looking at 
the issue. The built environment is targeted for 
people. Without a clear picture about the 、、aims〃 
of different kinds of users, the concept cannot 
be demostrated successfully. Spatial quality can 
cater for place people. The program or functions 
can cater for the things people. The way to ar-
ticulate both issues can attract more people, as 




 x f l v 
Self-reinforcing Process 
When s o m e o n e b e g i n s to do s o m e t h i n g , there is a 
clear t e n d e n c y for others to join in, either to 
pa r t i c i p a t e t h e m s e l v e s or just to ex p e r i e n c e w h a t 
the o t h e r s are d o i n g . In this m a n n e r individuals 
and events can influence and stimulate one an-
other . O n c e this p r o c e s s has b e g u n , the t o t a l 
a c t i v i t y is ne a r l y always g r e a t e r and m o r e com-
plex than the sum of the o r i g i n a l l y i n v o l v e d 
c o m p o n e n t a c t i v i t i e s . (Gehl) 
W i l l i a m H . W h y t e d e f i n e d the reaction as、、self-
c o n g e s t i o n " . w h a t attracts p e o p l e m o s t , it 
would a p p e a r , is other p e o p l e . He de s c r i b e d some 
i n t e r e s t i n g b e h a v i o r s in p l a z a s . People like to 
talk , sit or stand in the m i d d l e of the tr a f f i c 
s t r e a m . It is not a ma t t e r of inertia but of 
choice- i n s t i n c t i v e , but b y no me a n s i l l o g i c a l . 
In the c e n t e r of the crowd you have the m a x i m u m 
c h o i c e . T h e r e is a. kind of silent l a n g u a g e . Even 
foot m o v e m e n t are c o n s i s t e n t t o o . Some kind of 
co m m u n i c a t i o n seems to be tak i n g p l a c e , but it is 
diff i c u l t to decode it. 
Ar c h i t e c t u r e is p l a t f o r m for those kinds of in-
t e r a c t i o n . Does it have a dir e c t influence on 
the q u a l i t y , c o n t e n t , and i n t e n s i t y of social 
c o n t a c t s ? C a n it facilitate and increase the 
p o s s i b i l i t i e s of them? What is the role of ar-
c h i t e c t u r e ? Just p r o v i d e o p p o r t u n i t y for activi— 
ties g r o w , they are self—reinforcing!!!It seems 
to m e that p a s s i v e contacts should not just ap-
pear in ou t d o o r a c t i v i t i e s , as m e n t i o n e d b e f o r e , 
the p o w e r of glass is not h i g h l y e x p l o r e d . Pas-
sive c o n t a c t s can be induced b y two p e r s o n (or 
groups of people) in one outd o o r space and one 
e n c l o s e d b u i l d i n g or even two separate e n c l o s e d 
b u i l d i n g s . 
If those issues can be expl o r e d , the p r o b l e m of 
segr e g a t i o n of Hong Kong situation can be solved. 
The new c o n c e p t of gathering can cater for the 
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Collective s p a c e s . . . these spaces 
are neither public nor private, but both things 
at the same time. Public spaces absorbed for 
private activities^ or private spaces used 
collectively.... assure that these intejnnedti -
ate spaces are not sterile, not just left to 
advertising and profits, hut can be made partici 
pating and in the end stimulating parts of the 
multi-form urban weave, ( Quaderns- ''Form Inter-
action'', dislocate the traditional idea of the 
urban weft) 
Ssa 
項 i — -
T h e c h a r a c t e r of g a t h e r i n g space is i n f l u e n c e d b y the 
s o c i a l , e c o n o m i c a l a n d t e c h n o l o g i c a l f a c t o r s . It is a 
p o s s i b l i t y to find some clues or ideas of g a t h e r i n g 
s p a c e f r o m the h i s t o r i c c h a n g e s about o p e n s p a c e . It 
m a y b e h e l p f u l to d e v r i v e a sui t a b l e g a t h e r i n g s p a c e 
for t h e n e w e r a . 
T h e f o l l o w i n g s a r e e x t r a c t e d from Life B e t w e e n B u i l d -
ings (Gehl) and O p e n S p a c e (Heckscher) 
Outdoor Activities and Architectural Trend 
(Urban aspect) 
The Middle Age 
P l a n n i n g a n d p l a n n e r s did exist in some e a r l i e r p e r i -
o d s , as e v i d e n c e d b y a n u m b e r of Greek a n d R o m a n cit-
i e s , b u t m o s t of c i t i e s are n o t p l a n n e d in t h e tru e 
s e n s e . T h e y d e v e l o p e d w h e r e t h e r e was a n e e d for t h e m , 
s h a p e d b y the r e s i d e n t s of the city in a di r e c t city-
b u i l d i n g p r o c e s s . T h e p r o c e s s often t o o k m a n y h u n d r e d s 
of y e a r s , b e c a u s e t h i s slow p r o c e s s p e r m i t t e d c o n t i n u a l 
a d j u s t m e n t and a d a p t i o n of the p h y s i c a l e n v i r o n m e n t to 
the c i t y f u n c t i o n s . T h e result w a s b a s e d on a m u l t i t u d e 
of c o l l e c t e d e x p e r i e n c e s . 
The Renaissance 
T h e f i r s t r a d i c a l c h a n g e took p l a c e d u r i n g the Renais— 
sa n c e and h a s d i r e c t r e l a t i o n to the t r a n s i t i o n f r o m 
f r e e l y e v o l v e d to p l a n n e d cities.. No l o n g e r w e r e t h e 
f u n c t i o n s to be c o n t a i n e d in cities the m a j o r p o i n t s of‘ 
i n t e r e s t , b u t t h e s p a t i a l effects；, t h e b u i l d i n g s a n d 
the a r t i s t s w h o h a d sh a p e d them^ took-^ precederice. TftV" 
v i s u a l a s p e c t s w e r e d e v e l o p e d ajad t r a n s f o r m e d inlro cr±~-
teri a for g o o d a r c h i t e c t u r e a n d ' u r b a a d e s i g n . 、 ‘ ~ 
Su b s e q u e n t d e v e l o p m e n t was almost. e n t i r e X ^ .in t h e di—.. 
r e c t i o n of o p e n n e s s . T h e R e n a i s s a n c e c r e a t e d in m e n the 
s e n s e of m o v e m e n t t o w a r d o u t w a r d e n d s W i t h t h e new ‘ 
c o n s t r u c t i o n s of the Baro q u e period"' the-''city m o v e d 
c o n c l u s i v e l y form the c l o s e d to the eixpandiTicr 'space, 














F u n c t i o n a l i s m 
The s e c o n d i m p o r t a n t d e v e l o p m e n t of the basis for 
pl a n n i n g t o o k p l a c e around 1930 under the name of 
fu n c t i o n a l i s m . During this p e r i o d the p h y s i c a l -
f u n c t i o n a l aspects of cities and b u i l d i n g s were 
d e v e l o p e d as a pl a n n i n g d i m e n s i o n independent 
from a n d s u p p l e m e n t a r y to a e s t h e t i c s . The basis 
for f u n c t i o n a l i s m was p r i m a r i l y the m e d i c a l 
knowledge that had been d e v e l o p e d during the 
1800s and the first decades of the 1900s. This 
new and e x t e n s i v e m e d i c a l knowledge was the b a c k -
g r o u n d for a numb e r of criteria for h e a l t h y and 
p h y s i o l o g i c a l l y suitable a r c h i t e c t u r e around 
1930• D w e l l i n g s w e r e to have l i g h t , a i r , sun, a nd 
ve n t i l a t i o n , and the residents were to be ass u r e d 
access to open s p a c e s . The f u n c t i o n a l i s t s m a d e no 
men t i o n of the p s y c h o l o g i c a l and social aspects 
of the d e s i g n of bui l d i n g s or publi.c s p a c e s . 
T r a d i t i o n a l l y , streets and squares had formal 
focal p o i n t s and gathering s p a c e s , but with the 
advent of fu n c t i o n l i s m , they were literally de-
clared u n w a n t e d . Like the s k y s c a p e r s of Le 
Corb u s i e r ' s ideal c i t y , their b u i l d i n g s were 
p l a c e d in regular rows w i t h i n a grid of super-
b l o c k s . T h e spaces b e t w e e n , though conceived as 
gar d e n s , too often r e s e m b l e d the u n i n v i t i n g and 
sterile lawns of the c o n v e n t i o n a l housing 
p r o j e c t s in 19 5 0 s . 
It seems to m e that as the science and technology 
w e r e d e v e l o p e d in a ma t u r e s i t u a t i o n t o d a y , w e 
should r e t h i n k the planning, of、、open s p a c e " .工 
c a n n o t i m a g i n e if there is no open space,- which 
is a goo d p l a c e for g a t h e r i n g . In Hong Kong situ-
a t i o n , the b u i l d i n g s are p a c k e d together a n d cut 
b y s t r e e t s . T h e air quality and e n v i r o n m e n t is not 
so w e l G o m i n g o u t s i d e the b u i l d i n g s . This m a y b e ... .—..... -•.-•/•. , ^  .. .. 
one of the reasons why shopping m a l l s are so 
po p u l a r . U n l i k e the t r a d i t i o n a l w e s t e r n coun-
t r i e s , t h e r e is a big plaza in the centre of , 
city, that e v e r y o n e need to go to hav e g a t h e r i n g . 
That is not what Hong Kong p e o p l e 
n e e d . " G a t h e r i n g " is not a p r o d u c t that w e need to 
aet ！ • 16 
what 工 would like to design? 
、、the p l a z a is in t e n d e d as an a c t i v i t y focus, a 
the h e a r t of some intensive urban a r e a . T y p i c a l l y 
it w i l l b e p a v e d , enclosed b y high d e n s i t y struc-
t u r e s , and s u r r o u n d e d b y str e e t s , or in contact 
w i t h t h e m . It contains features meant to attract 
groups of people and to facilitate meetings.“ 
(Kevin L y n c h , 1981) 
、、a p l a z a is an urban form that d r a w s p e o p l e 
t o g e t h e r for passive enjoyment.“ (J.B. J a c k s o n , 
1985) 
U n l i k e the other w e s t e r n c o u n t r i e s , or the Fili— 
pino d o m e s t i c h e l p e r s in Hong Kong, ''plaza" is 
not a p o p u l a r g a t h e r i n g space in H o n g K o n g . From 
the n a m e s of some shopping m a l l s , such as 、、City 
Plaza" or ''New Town Plaza", we know that they are 
our 、、plaza", a pl a c e for g a t h e r i n g . In Hong K o n g , 
e f f i c i e n c y m a y be the m a i n c o n s i d e r a t i o n of mo s t 
of the p e o p l e , even for their r e c r e a t i o n . Most of 
the a c t i v i t i e s are f u n c t i o n - o r i e n t e d . A l l the 
i n t e r a c t i o n s g e n e r a t e d from the a c t i v i t i e s will 
be t r e a t e d as ''by-product''. T h e y e n j o y m u c h ！ It 
seems to m e that we should have a new type of 
pu b l i c space that is suitable for H o n g K o n g . A 
''container" cont a i n s different types of ''inten-
t i o n a l " s o c i a l a c t i v i t i e s s i m u l t a n e o u s l y . The 
dual or m u t u a l reactions are e n r i c h i n g and 
i n t e r e s t i n g . T h e ''concepts" of tr a d i t i o n a l plaza 
are t r a n s f o r m e d to shopping m a l l s , from a commer-
cial a s p e c t . It is so successful！ T h e y have dif-
ferent kinds of ac t i v i t i e s , a place for both 
active and p a s s i v e e n j o y m e n t s . It faci l i t a t e s 
m e e t i n g as w e l l . But it does not h a v e interaction 
with the streets and b u i l d i n g s s u r r o u n d e d . Can we 
devr i v e a new g a t h e r i n g space which are not for 
c o m m e r c i a l purpose? 
S h o p p i n g m a y be not the p r i m e a c t i v i t y . People go 
to s h o p p i n g m a l l s to m e e t f r i e n d s , look and hear 
from the o t h e r s . 
F e s t i v a l W a l k , skiing as a focus, an ''excuse" to 
a t t a c h o t h e r g a t h e r i n g activities... 
m a i n e v e n t : ice skiing- p h y s i c a l l y at c e n t e r , as 
a f o c a l p o i n t 
''performance c h a r a c t e r " - m o v e m e n t - p e o p l e s sur-
r o u n d e d are the 、、audience", but a c t u a l l y some of 
them m a y just t r e a t it as a、、backdr〇p" 
r e f l e c t i v e s u r f a c e s , c e i l i n g , f l o o r , - create a 
f e e l i n g of c r o w d , w h i c h can attract m o r e people. 















膽 轉 3 k 
O r g i n i a l d e s i g n , f u n c t i o n - u s e r s p e c i a l i z a t i o n , for 
peo p l e to p l a y f o o t b a l l i n i t i a l l y . E a s y to a s s e s s , 
^'convenient", m o r e a c t i v i t i e s g r o w , p l a y i n g c h e s s , 
c h a t t i n g , w a t c h i n g n e w s p a p e r , c h a t t i n g , t h i n k i n g . . . 
-the stand is quite、、private" in the w a y t h a t it 
is d i f f i c u l t to see w h a t is ha p p e n i n g from b e l o w , 
as you passing—by. One the p l a y e r s in the foot-
b a l l g r o u n d can have v i s u a l c o n n e c t i o n , but it is 
rema i n e d a ce r t a i n d i s t a n c e . 
-the、、events" are quite independent, just like 
'^borrowing" the sense of crowd 






From the investigations and discoveries, there 
are certain characters that can be concluded. The 
asset is beneficial to the formation of program 
in the project. 
Flexibility： the p h y s i c a l settings are for an 
spe c i f i c p u r p o s e , and f l e x i b l e e n o u g h for u s e r s 
to use with t h e i r own w a y . Once p e o p l e are gath-
e r e d , the a c t i v i t i e s w i l l v a r y . 
、、Performance" character (outward 
quality)： as a kind o a t t r a c t i o n , i n t e r e s t i n g 
to look at, and c h a n g i n g all the time ( m o v e m e n t 
of p e o p l e ) , i n v o l v e d groups of pe o p l e and infi-
nite v a r i e t y . 
Casual, non-demanding, relax, pur-
poseless of ac t i v i t i e s i n v o l v e d 
Sense of crowding c r e a t e d b y di f f e r e n t 
groups and a c t i v i t i e s 
Variation of Activities, Vaiation of 
Users 
Modest contacts b e t w e e n each a c t i v i t y 
group- just h a v e feeling of being t o g e t h e r and 
r e c o g n i t i o n of the others 
Degree of proximity： social d i s t a n c e , 
p e r s o n a l space 
Think一provoking: no ta l k i n g , no d i s t u r b i n g , 
the crowd a.s b a c k d r o p , noiS6 3.s b d c k g r o u n d sound• 
Degree of Personalization： humane 
_ 
A c t u a l l y the c o n c e p t of inte g r a t i n g the sports 
f a c i l i t i e s to the other c o m m u n a l f a c i l i t i e s is 
not n e w . T h e f o l l o w i n g s are two p r o j e c t s that 
m a t c h i n g the c o n c e p t s . 
Dronten, Holland 
The d e s i g n s o l u t i o n t a k e s the form of a large 
m u l t i - p u r p o s e h a l l in which only the c i r u l a r 
t h e a t r e is f r e e s t a n d i n g . O v e r l o o k i n g t h i s area is 
a r e s t a u r a n t and a d m i n i s t r a c t i v e o f f i c e s w i t h a 
distinctively—shaped e l e v a t i o n to the s t r e e t . The 
hall is su i t a b l e for g e n e r a l r e c r e a t i o n a l p l a y 
a r r a n g e d i n f o r m a l l y w h e n e v e r this area is not 
r e q u i r e d for o t h e r u s e s . The p r i n c i p l e b e h i n d the 
design c o n c e p t t h a t ' as all life is a series of 
co m p r o m i s e s , t h e r e f o r e all a r c h i t e c t u r e s h o u l d 
b u i l d b e h i n d t h e s e into the design s o l u t i o n . 
The p r o j e c t i m p r e s s e d m e m u c h , as it is bu i l t in 
the 1 9 7 0 s . The c o n c e p t is so i n n o v a t i v e . The 
bui l d i n g is not a landmark: b u i l d i n g , b u t it is 
not d i f f i c u l t to rea l i z e that it served as a 
com m u n i t y h e a r t , in which there are p l e n t y of 
act i v i t i e s t a k e n p l a c e . — • I '丨 
Sydney 
Lawrence Nield & Partners with Spackman 
and Moss op 
In the centre of a wo r l d c i t y , this is an am a z i n g 
r e s o u r c e : it can be use d for v e r y little cash 
from five o ' c l o c k in the m o r n i n g to late in the 
e v e n i n g . T h o u g h p a r t l y u n d e r g r o u n d , the p o o l 
halls are f i l l e d w i t h d a y l i g h t b e c a u s e of the 
i n g e n i o u s s e c t i o n . 
The a r c h i t e c t c l a i m e d with w h a t has b e e n c r e a t e d 
、is not a rep e a t of a nineteenth—century p a r k , 
it is not a r o m a n t i c i z e d bit of the c o u n t r y 
b r o u g h t into the c i t y . We have c h a l l e n g e d the old 
view of p a r k l a n d as a pa s s i v e space and t u r n e d it 
into an active p l a c e ' , 






It is a pe r m a n e n t p u b l i c art work at the U n i t e d 
A r t i s t s C i n e p l e x t h e a t e r in San J o s e . A steel 
a r m a t u r e a p p e n d e d to the theater's glass facade 
s u p p o r t s a series of liquid crystal p a n e l s over 
the s t r e e t . Live cameras are p o s i t i o n e d a l o n g the 
m u l t i p l e levels of e s c a l a t o r s . The m e c h a n i c a l 
m o v e m e n t of the e s c a l a t o r s past the s t a t i o n a r y 
cameras supplies a succ e s s i o n of bod i e s on pa-
rade . I t informs p a s s e r s b y in 
even t s w i t h i n b y flipping the 
o u t , e l e c t r o n i c a l l y . 
the street of 
buildi n g inside-
is keen on d i s m a n t l i n g the q u a l i t a t i v e 
t i n c t i o n s b e t w e e n m e d i a t e d and、、real" e x p e r i 
that serve to sep a r a t e a r c h i t e c t u r a l e x p e r i e 
from that of c o n t e m p o r a r y media- It seems to 
that it is a real c h a l l e n g e of ar c h i t e c t s to pre 
t h i n k the role of a r c h i t e c t u r e in the c o m m u n i t y 
in the new e r a . 
The f o l l o w i n g s are the two i n s t a l l a t i o n w o r k s 
d o n e b y D+S d e m o n s t r a t i n g the ideas of the a b o v e 
i s s u e . 
Facsmile 
It is a pe r m a n e n t p u b l i c art w o r k for the M o s c o n e 
C o n v e n t i o n C e n t e r in San F r a n c i s c o . A w i d e v i d e o 
s c r e e n is su s p e n d e d b y a v e r t i c a l a r m a t u r e h e l d 
at the p a r a p e t and soffit of the b u i l d i n g . A live 
v i d e o camera is p o s i t i o n e d b e h i n d the screen and 
p o i n t e d into the glass b u i l d i n g . The a r m a t u r e 
t r a v e l s slowly along the surface of the b u i l d i n g 
and scans a c o n t i n u o u s live view that is b r o a d -
cast on the screen as it m o v e s . In these p r o g r a m s 
f i c t i o n a l v i g n e t t e s s u b s t i t u t e i m p o s t o r s for 
act u a l b u i l d i n g o c c u p a n t s and impostor spaces for 
the a c t u a l o n e s . 
, 茶 : W B i i 




- t o e x p l o r e new i n t e r p r e t a t i o n of ''gathering'' t h a t 
is s u i t a b l e for Hong Kong and the new i n f o r m a t i o n 
t e c h n o l o g y era。 
- to f a c i l i t a t e the human i n t e r a c t i o n , e s p e c i a l l y 
p a s s i v e c o n t a c t s , in the urban f a b r i c , in order to 
create a sense of po s s e s s i v e n e s s in the c o m m u n i t y . 
一 to e x p l o r e the m u l t i - r e l a t i o n s h i p b e t w e e n spe-
c i f i c f u n c t i o n s and their r e a c t i o n of active a n d 
pa s s i v e q u a l i t y . 
一 to e x p l o r e the p o s s i b i l i t i e s of imp r o v i n g func-
t i o n - o r i e n t e d situation in Hong K o n g . 
Preliminary Thought of Program 
The m a i n focus w o u l d be the r e a c t i o n b e t w e e n the 
no n - d e m a n d i n g activities and the ''performance" ac-
tivities, such as sports, culture and art events.Those 
a c t i v i t i e s m a y just normally h a p p e n e d or even en-
c l o s e d in the f u n c t i o n - s p e c i f i c b u i l d i n g s . By ar-
t i c u l a t i n g those activities as the、、theme" for the 
c a s u a l a c t i v i t i e s , both can find the ''performers" 
and 、、audience". A s explored a b o v e , the power of 
pa s s i v e c o n t a c t can be further u t i l i z e d . The ac-
tiv i t i e s can be quite independent and the users can 
even not i n t e r f e r i n g each others or even necessar-
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-To e x p l o r e the p o s s i b i l i t i e s of p a s s i v e c o n t a c t s 
in a la r g e r p h y s i c a l e n v i r o n m e n t . There are ap-
p r o x i m a t e l y 40 f 000 people gather in a race 
m e e t i n g once or twi c e a wee k . T h e g a t h e r i n g activ-
ity is u n i q u e in Hong K o n g . 
-Great opportunities of existing physical set-
tings , s u c h as gai n t grand structure and the 
c e n t r a l f o o t b a l l g r o u n d , which can be m o d i f i e d 
a r c h i t e c t u r a l l y in order to explore the d i f f e r e n t 
types of i n t e r a c t i o n s . 
constraints and opportunties 
-the physical boundaries are so strong that the 
rac e c o u r s e b e c o m e a not w e l c o m i n g p l a c e . 
for e x a m p l e , the solid high w a l l s , giant scale 
st and s t r u c t u r e s and the poor locations of the 
e n t r a n c e s . 
-the e x i s t i n g a r c h i t e c t u r a l setting is we l l -
d e f i n e d , such as the race track and the stand 
s t r u c t u r e , the a l t e r n a t i o n m a y d e s t r o y the origi-
n a l b e h a v o r i a l s e t t i n g . 
-the tram route is surrounding the r a c e c o u r s e , 
the p a s s e n g e r s s h o u l d treat it as a good sight-
seeing j o u r n e y on the t r a m . If there is any in-
t e r e s t i n g a c t i v i t y , the passive contacts can be 
en h a n c e d . 
- t h e r e are m a n y old residential blocks l o a c t e d . 
the r e s i d e n t s are p a s s i n g - b y the course e v e r y d a y , 
w h y not m a k e it m o r e open and w e l c o m i n g to let 
the r e s i d e n t s to join in? 
-a small park and children playground are 
l o c a t e d at the rear s i d e . the a t m o s p h e r e is de-
stroy b y the d i s g u s t i n g fence and t r e a t e d as an 
isol a t e d p a r t . 
-highways c o n n e c t i n g the aberdeen and the cross 
h a r b o u r t u n n e l s are h i g h l y loaded, the v i s u a l 
c o n n e c t i o n is b l o c k e d by the huge stand struc-
ture . 
-the old trees and birds create lively envi-
ronment and a sense of cal m n e s s . 
During n o n - r a c i n g d a y s , some o r g a n i s a t i o n s m a y 
rent the stand for some a c t i v i t i e s . the m o s t 
f r e q u e n t a c t i v i t y is the r e l i g i o u s e v e n t . A l s o , 
some b i g c e l e b r a t i o n g e v e n t s , such as M e l e n n i u m 
C e l e b r a t i n g w e r e h e l d . A s the o r g i n a l g a t h e r i n g 
a c t i v i t y , h o r s e - r a c i n g , is so strong and it has 
special symbolic meaning to Hong Kong 
p e o p l e , the d i f f e r e n t reaction between 
、、event" and、、platform" are i n t e r e s t i n g . Is 
t h e r e a n y m o r e e x c i t i n g r e a c t i o n ? 
The last o n e , m a y b e the m o s t important one, the 
cen t r a l s p o r t s g r o u n d is not f r e q u e n t l y u s e d , the 
"Vl 
o p p o r t u n t i e s are not fully e x p l o r e d . 
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- m o s t of the c i r c u l a t i o n s a p p e a r on the street 
l e v e l . The c i r c u l a t i o n on the flyover is quite 
c a s u a l a n d n o n - d e m a n d i n g 
- t h e p e d e s t r a i n flow is not so h e a v y , as it is 
not t h e m a i n c i r c u l a t i o n p a t h 
- t h e f l y o v e r as a conn e c t o r linking d i f f e r e n t 
t y p e s of s p a c e s , such as fo o t b a l l g r o u n d , little 
r e s t i n g a r e a , p a r k s and old r e s i d e n t i a l b u i l d i n g s 
- m o s t of the spaces are u n d e r - u t i l i z e d 
-the f l y o v e r itself p r o v i d e s a second level of 
sp a c e , w h i c h m a y c o n t r i b u t e to the c r o s s - i n t e r a c -
t i o n . But the h e i g h t is a con s t r a i n t to the idea 
- t h e s p a c e s are scattered quite a p a r t , this m a k e s 
the d i f f i c u l t y of having a c r o s s - i n t e r a c t i o n 
b e t w e e n the a c t i v i t i e s h e l d in di f f e r e n t s p a c e s . 
-the a t m o s p h e r e of a small local d i s t r i c t is 
st r o n g . I t can be a good o p p o r t u n i t y to enhance 
the s e n s e of be l o n g i n g in such d i s t r i c t 
一 t h e v a r i e t y of user groups is quite rich 
After looking at two sites, the result is not satisfactory. But from the findings 
and concepts generated, some criteria for site selection are set: 
-heavy circulation pattern, passing-by as an importuant casucal activity 
一 dense area, with 
-various activities are taking place 
一 various of user groups 
-some strong active activiities are taking 
-needs of having rest or some non-dCTianding 








trendy- youngsters- students gather after school 
hobby shops, sports shops, tv game centres, cinema. 
commercial area 
tourist attraction "Lady Street" 
pedestrian street 
shopping paradise. shops, shopping centres. 
high density 
-narrow streets 
-full of buildings (combinations of old and new) 
-full of people ( combinations of geneations) 
Traffic 
-meet ing node of MTR and KCR stations 
-heavy- loaded pedestrian streets (Fa Yuen Street, Tung Choi Street, Sai Yeung Choi Street) 
• people "meeting" each others but not in a favourable condition... 
Irregularity and humanity 
-people's activities 
-physical settings 
routh A s the site is lo c a t e d in one ot the m o s t b u s i e s t 
d i s t r i c t s in hong k o n g , there are t h o u s a n d s of 
pe o p l e p a s s i n g b y e v e r y d a y . It is suitable to 
have such a ''open s p a c e " in the dense area .As the 
p o o r m a i n t e n a n c e and the p h y s i c a l b a r r i e r (such 
as the stand and the f e n c e ) , which m a k e the p l a c e 
not w e l c o m i n g the p e o p l e . The v a r i e t y of act i v i -
ties and p e o p l e also m a k e it an ideal p l a c e for 
g a t h e r i n g . 
The LDC p r o p o s e d to re d e v e l o p the site into a 
com p l e x of r e s i d e n t i a l , sports and youth centre 
c o m p l e x . 
e x i s t i n g y o u t h centre 
-was b u i l t in 1953 
- H o n g Kong P l a y g r o u n d A s s o c i a t i o n 
- p o o r c o n d i t i o n and m a i n t e n a n c e 
- e x i s t i n g f u n c t i o n s 
indoor game hall 
reading room/library 
youth centre 
outbound social work centre 
covered playground 
several function rooms, offices 
two small parcels of USD's playground 
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丨 i n c r e a s e permeabii lty 
is not equal to "glass". 
pedestrians 






-local district scale 
-compact (level difference) 
-indoor and outdoor integration 
-buffer in dense and heavy pedestrian 
circulation (free up street level) 
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exposed steel frame structure 
function 
boxes of activities 
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rigid frame 
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Sports have a special character that i me n t i o n e d 
b e f o r e . The inward and outward character is 
strong that good for developing m y th i n k i n g . From 
the daily o b s e r v a t i o n s , there are m a n y examples 
that express this c h a r a c t e r . M o r e o v e r , the site i 
had c h o s e n , the M o n g k o k M a c p h e r s o n Stadium, has a 
under utilized sports centre held b y the Hong 
Kong Playground A s s o c i a t i o n . This provides a 
great o p p o r t u n i t i e s for me to introduce a new 
sports complex that cater for the local c i t i z e n s . 
Thus , is chosen as the、、！nedium" to 
test m y id e a s .工 strongly believe that it can be 
The m a i n p r i n c i p l e of the pro g r a m is combining 
the、、active activities" in conventional 
::“::•. •. :::;: (e.g. squash courts, dance stu-
dio；. g y m n a s i u m . . . ) and the 、、p这ssive 
activities" of a . By applying the prin-
ciple of posi t i v e and negative spaces, the inte-
gration of spaces can be found. The main aim is 
to p r o v i d e a for all 








Table tennis Room (4 nos.) 
Squash Court (4 nos.) 
Golf Practice Room 
Covered Playground 
(for i n f o r m a l a c t i v i t i e s , t a r g e t e d on non-user) 
Multi-purpose Room 











(as a focal p o i n t in the c o m p l e x , 
for i n f o r m a l a c t i v i t i e s , w a i t i n g area) 
Cafertia 
Promotion Booths 
(adjacent to the m a i n c i r c u l a t i o n p a t h in first floor) 
Theatre 
Changing Room ( gymnasium) 
Observation Deck 
Open Space 
(as x - g a m e p l a y g o u n d , e . g . skate b o a r d , roller blade) 
Outdoor Amphi—theatre 



























to create a causual enrionment 
the people to jog around it. 
rovides spaceor watching, 
ning, sitting 
fine sthe open space and 
tes the level difference \ ‘ 
-not only diverse people 
a congested area, allow them 




















to create a causual environment for people to jog, 
sit, to lean, to see and to explore..., “ 
integrating the building's organisation to public 
ctive (non-jser)^circylat ion oafh-
nof onsy diversing peooie In such a congested area, 
ai!ow them passing through the building, the activities 
provide them a different type of experience.-,, no? just advertisiRg:: 
by doing so,.., the ！nleracrion between people was enhGrsc?^!?:)'^::::. 
even if Is not Intentionai... 
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